
Holy Family Hospital in Jericho 
In the context of improv-
ing the relations between 
the staff, the manage-
ment of the hospital or-
ganized a trip to Jericho (a 
city located near the Jordan 
River) on the 29th of this 
month. The employees 
prepared a barbecue 
lunch and spent the day 
in one of the parks. In the 
evening ,  the staff en-
joyed some sightseeing in 

the “City of Palm Trees” as described in the bible: the old city of Jericho, 
the Mount of Temptation and the Greek Convent.  This was the first trip 
were the management committee participated and a high number of em-
ployees joined from the different departments of the hospital, including 
consultants, midwives, nurses, and supporting staff.   
 
Healing Ourselves Healing our World 
This is the theme of the workshop organized by Capacitar International Inc. 
from the USA in collaboration with the management 
of the hospital. The 2-day workshop will present sim-
ple wellness practices teaching people skills to heal 
themselves, and their families and that are effective 
for self-care and for use with individuals working in 
the hospital. It will also consider how to deal with 
secondary trauma or compassion fatigue that af-
fects the staff.  
60 members of staff will be able to participate in 
the workshop that will take place on the 23rd and 24th June.  
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numerous checkpoints prevented 
the free movement of people who 
didn’t have free access to our facili-
ties any longer. 
While Palestinians are claiming their 
rights, we hope that a fair solution 
will be found for both sides because 
it is high time that aspiration for free-
dom, justice and peace are 
achieved.  
 
As President Obama said in his 
speech on May 19th: “That is a 
choice that must be made-not simply 
in this conflict, but across the entire 
region- a choice between hate and 
hope, between the shackles of the 
past and the promise of the future.” 
Was it only a rhetorical exercise and 
were these empty promises? Could it 
be the initiative which has been ex-
pected for years to escape from the 
cycle of violence? 
 

We believe firmly that the time has 
arrived to act in this way. Let us pray 
for it. 

EDITORIAL 
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Holy Family Hospital—Bethlehem 

“ Justice & Peace 

must be achieved 

in the Holy Land ” 
 

Dr. Jacques Keutgen 
General Manager 

 

After the recent eventful weeks 
marked by the reconciliation between 
the different political Palestinian fac-
tions and the bloody commemoration 
of the “Nakba”, the uncertainty con-
cerning the political situation in the 
West Bank and in Gaza has risen a lot 
of anxiety among the population and 
the leaders of the different NGO’s. Is 
this agreement only an outward show 
or are both parties really willing to 
make the necessary concessions in 
order to set up rapidly a new govern-
ment? What will happen in the next 
few weeks or months? Is it likely that 
the relative peace which has prevailed 
during the last years could be called 
into question? Will there be somebody 
who will defuse this explosive situa-
tion?  
 
Indeed, the perception of last week’s 
events’ would vary if it came from for-
eigners or from local leaders. In the 
past, as everybody knows, several 
times especially recently in the Arab 
countries even local leaders were over-
taken by their own people. We have to 
be afraid of the best or the worse. 
 
Because the activity of Holy Family 
Hospital is highly dependent on its po-
litical and economical environment, 
only a lasting peace in the country can 
guaranty an unlimited access to medi-
cal care for Palestinian mothers and 
their infants. Years ago the contrary 
happened during and after the second 
intifada, when the number of deliver-
ies suddenly dropped by 50% because 



Holy Family Hospital—Bethlehem 

 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
                     

JAN 0 93 128 143 146 148 181 205 217 162 250 158 180 159 238 224 240 230 248 
FEB 4 69 97 150 157 130 183 180 192 165 239 155 152 165 220 221 218 228 217 
MAR 46 93 133 184 149 168 164 220 194 217 231 160 142 179 224 231 217 313 259 
APR 68 87 116 181 135 180 180 207 185 213 274 146 82 195 222 240 216 322 270 
MAY 85 92 124 170 153 188 224 233 221 246 288 195 129 214 196 238 237 366 340 
JUN 85 106 145 177 145 202 212 222 227 276 294 156 132 239 252 258 219 277 291 
JUL 84 101 151 165 172 188 209 261 234 302 329 148 136 249 232 235 243 276 294 
AUG 71 90 151 173 163 199 226 219 244 299 309 161 122 227 246 235 256 264 279 
SEP 109 103 154 171 172 167 192 241 199 276 275 146 143 220 224 234 280 233 260 
OCT 116 109 154 166 172 193 198 255 211 273 223 134 138 240 243 257 295 255 277 
NOV 97 87 150 146 149 203 196 205 161 282 165 145 121 191 221 213 257 224 241 
DEC 104 105 153 127 163 198 194 240 180 266 175 135 140 203 227 207 268 238 248 

                     
TOTAL 869 1135 1656 1953 1876 2164 2359 2688 2465 2977 3052 1839 1617 2481 2745 2793 2946 3226 3224 
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ACTIVITY REPORT 

The number of monthly deliveries 1990 - 2011 is as follows: 

Monthly Deliveries 

TOTAL DELIVEREIS SINCE 1990                                                                       51 896 
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Baby Of the Month 
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DETAILED STATISTICS 
Holy Family Hospital—Bethlehem 

“Because 
the Poorest 
deserve the 

best” 

By Alice Mirza 


